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B;T WILLIAM WEER
: 'There was a priest of the Catho-

Hc Church named’ Peter Claver. Ha |

lived and labored in (Cartegena,
Colombj~ in the days of Negro-

slavery. Je met the slave ships

there when they arrived from Africa.
He went among the chained black
_men on ships and ashore. He min-

istered to their needs, physical and |

spiritual, 83 much as he could, as
much as he was permitted. He used
to sign his name “Peter, Slave .of
the Blaves Forever.”

Alter his death the ‘Church cey

Lclared him a saint, proclaimed

St. Peter Claver patron of all
colored missions, apostle of the
Negro race.

Sole English-Speaking Priest

There was an American priest,
Father Bernard J. Quinn. During

the World War we has a chaplain
in France, and after the armistice

he was -assigned to s mobile hospital’

of American soldlers near Alencon.
There were wlso, in that territory,
British, Canadian and Australian
soldiers, but no other Engll.sh~speak-
ing priest.

them all nuh._dnl.n.g ag

chaplaln s duties among soldiers fer |

from their homes. And before he

came to Alencon he had heard of a

devoted Carmelite nun, Therese

Martin, who had done plous and

helpful things, and that she was

born in a certain house in Alencon.

He sought out the house, too,

knecked at the door. A woman re-

sponded. He sald to her, in French:
“Do you speak English?”
She answered, in English: “Why,

[ am English.” <

Said First Mass in House
So there, in the birthplace of the
nun, Theresa, he took up his resi-
dence with the English couple, Mr.
- and Mrs. Grant There he ¢elebrat-
ed the first mass that the house
knew. There. he lived for the six
months of his stay in Alencon.

And when the war and. post-war.
activities were over, Father Quinn
came back from the other sids,
. came to Brooklyn. and In a poorish
. neighborhod, on Jefferson Ave., at

the corner of what has since become,
- Claver Place, at the direction of the

Bishop of Brooklyn, he obtained an

old express company bullding and

started a church.

Dedicated to Negroes
A church for all Catholics. but be-
cause a large number “of Negroes
lived nearby many Negroes came,
and it was called the Church of St.
Peter Claver, and was dedicated to
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The Ronian Catholic Church of St. Peter Claver Jefferson Ave and Clen? T Place wbere
“more than 2,000,000 have flocked to the povena of §
porting mxme::pus miraculous cures.

Theresa of the Little Flower, re- ;
er Bernard J. Quinn, pastor of the |

because he knew something of her
story and her works, he inducted a
novena which was the first feast in
celebration of The eanonization. =~
10,000 Came Each Day

That began on Sept. 30, 1925. A
‘relle of the newest saint which had
been received from France, and a

lifelike statuette of her, were set
up in a shrine. And there the serv-

tive days.
Quinn's own surgrise, with every:
passing day the crowd of the wor-
shipers grew and grew. Untl scme
10,000 or more came to worship an-

H T
more came fo the shrind. A per-
-petual novena was. established.
Terpeiual Novena Started . .
And ever since, every Monday,
the novena is held, in continuing
services from early morning to late

abt night. For four and & half years
this has contlnued. crowds flocking
to the church, perhaps 10,000 each
Monday, perhaps 15,000, Estimating

lces were held, for nine consecu-
And somewhat to-Father :

conservatively, Father Quinn said
there was an average of 10,000 each
week, or 2,250,000 since the perpet-

|. ual novena bezan.

Thus the shrine of St. Therese of
the Little Flower in the Church af

pray each day.

the Negroes.

The first Catholic

bvon

And among the worshipers the!
d spread that there was mi-

Church for the race in Brooklyn.

Now, on May 17,
melite nun Therese

as St. Therese of the Little Flower,P™®

1825, the Car-
was canonized

‘and because Father Quinn had llved
in the house where she was born,

-aculous power in this shrine of St
Therese of the Little Flower. That'
yers made devoutlv before it were
strangely answered. That those who |
had been sick and lame and 'nu.lt‘
were miraculously cured. More andi

St. Peter Claver has become one of
the greatest Cathoﬂc shrines tn t.he
world. Lourdés in France has : more
worshipers. And St. Anne de Beau-
pre 1n Quebec. And perhaps one
or two others, but no more.

l.‘\nd all this has nappened quietly
w

of any sort. In Malden, Mass.. last

fall, at the grave of Father Patrick
Power, there was a8 tremendous out-
pouring of bellevers, some of -whom
told of mirdctlons elires. “At the
shrine of St. Therese, though this!
has continued for nearly half a.
decade. there has been nothing of
that sort. Before today, there was
never a line In any public print
about the miracles or about. the
shrine.

I said to Father Quinn over the
telephone:

“I want to*come to your church
on Monday, the day of the novena,
and then I want to talk to you
about this."”

“On Monday?” he asked. “You

can, of course, come and see what.

you see, but I could- not talk to my'
own mother on Monday.” i

last,
to
thout the tomtom of pubi,mylfumcﬂy when, at 9 o'clock In mJ

Tt was a bitter cold day. Monday
but the church was filled

i
b
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Streames Spiritnal Wonders ©
Yes, many, many cures have- ac-
lly happenod.
sical and spiritual are oce :
link, if you can lay stress on the
itual wonders, those are gs im-
ant 23 the others. If a man
 has lost his faith regains -ft—
, that’s a frue miracle too. X
ember there was a letter came
ne from a young man. It be-
with that quetation about the
who ‘comes to scoff ' and re-
ns to pray. Then his letter said,
r Father, I am that fool.
e came to the.church one Mon-
night with a friend who was
ing the novena. He was in-

ste&hr*the-servicarh&rwmterbub i

vas also amused at what ‘he
d ‘such & lot of bunk’ . But

Firange part was, he was back.|

Monday: and presently he was
g his perpétual novena and
ent into a 'weekend retreat and
once “again reconciled to
=hty. God. s -

here are also physical wonders
can only call them miracles,
I've noticed about this little
that often the miracles are

commerit.

Many wonders,

_||3ource of consolation: to them. And
1 ANy
e office, in the chureh rectory. thanks

| i confidence.” YWhen T rag

for. these letfars that:

-of-
them in church ft 15 only to ‘give
tourage to athers, to act g5 a

the reading
§ glving,
“But it is not anything sensg-

is an .act of public

ftonal,  There -are ne .sensational | -

scenes of heaping crutcheson the
shrine. I would not have it that
way. That and sensational news-
paper accounts. For ope thing,
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When they rlash their smiling teeth no
one can wholly resist thelr charm,

We supply beautifu] substitufes that riva]
nature’s own In regularity and coloring. -

Examinations are free of cost and price

quotations and expert advice are yours for
the asking

Hours, 8 to 6. Sundays, 9 to 1.

DR. S. C. HART
446 Fulton Street

Corner Hoyt Street, BROOKLYN

direct. Often they are per-
ed by natural means. There wag
other who came here after
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